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cried out, " A real Cossack, a real Cossack '*, in their
spontaneous admiration.

In order to assist them to develop their own language
and national culture, the Soviet Government have given to
the Jews die District of Birobijan in the Far East, where
the Amur River joins the Ussuri, some 250 miles from the
Pacific Ocean, an area twice the size of Palestine, a land as
large as Holland and Belgium put together. In Birobijan
the Jews begin to build up the first and only Jewish auto-
nomous territory in the world, with Yiddish as the official
language in schools and public life.

Of course they make mistakes. Nor could every Jew
who made the experiment readily undergo the hardships of
colonial life, especially in the earlier stages. Birobijan,
though potentially rich, was as yet an untouched, untamed
land, though the fact that it had its difficulties was an
advantage in several ways. For Birobijan was a gift which
displaced no former inhabitants. It was a gift which gave
ample scope for a willing and determined people. It was
also a gift which challenged the character. Nature never
-surrenders her wild spots to men without a struggle. The
grit of the pioneer was bound to be tested. Raw marshes
awaited conquest. Men and horses floundered in bog and
mire, tormented by myriads of midgets and assailed by the
stabbing stilettos of poisonous mosquitos. Many, after
making the experiment for awhile, gave up the struggle, as
little fitted for rough tasks as the shoe-makers, tailors, or
small shopkeepers of England would be to tame the wilds
of Canada. They lost heart and returned.

The majority, however, remained, and won the victory
in the conflict with Nature, and now the face of Birobijan
changes. Saw-mills hum and scream. Roads pierce the
forest. The quartz rocks yield their gold, the mines their
coal, the quarries their marbles. Within ten years an
electric power-station has been erected, and a standard-
house building works, a furniture factory, a saw-mill, and
a lime-works. The 42,000 acres under cultivation in 1929
reached 100,000 acres in 1939.

You will not find the shrinking, downtrodden Jews of the
Ghettos in Birobijan. Jewish settlers have proved in